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ORIGINAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS. 

Interesting Letter from Delaware County, in 1725. — .[John Hill Martin 
sends us a copy of the following old letter, written 156 years ago from this 
country to Ireland. The original letter was presented to Mr. Martin by the 
late Doctor "William Kent Gilbert, of Philadelphia] : — 

Chester Township the of the 10 th Mo. 1725. 
Dear Sister Mary Valentine. 

This goes with a Salutation of Love to thee, Brother Thomas & the chil- 
dren & in a word to all friends, Relations & well Wishers in Generall as if 
named, hoping it may find you all in Good health, as I with all our family 
in Generall are in at this present writing & has been since our arival, for we 
have not had a days Sickness in the family Since we came in to the Country, 
Blessed be god for it, my father in Particular has not had his health better 
these ten years than Since he Came here, his ancient age considered, Our 
Irish Acquaintance in general are well Except Tho e : Lightfoot who De- 
parted this Life at Darby in a Good old age About 4 weeks Since thee 
writes in thy Letter that there was a talk went back to Ireland that we were 
not Satisfyed in coming here, which was Utterly false : now let this Suffice 
to Convince you. In the first place he that carried back this Story was an 
Idle fellow, & one of our Ship-Mates, but not thinking this country Suitable 
to his Idleness ; went back with Cowman again, he is Sort of a Lawyer, or 
Bather a Lyar as I may term him, therefore I wod not have you give credit 
to Such false reports for the future, for there is not one of the family but 
what likes the country very well & wod If we were in Ireland again come 
here Directly it being the best country for working folk & tradesmen of any 
in the world, but for Drunkards and Idlers, they cannot live well any where, 
it is likewise an Extrardin healthy country. We were all much troubled 
when we found you did not come in with Cap'. Cowman as we Expected nor 
none of our acquaintance Except Isaac Jackson & his family, tho at his 
coming in one thinks it Something odd but that is soon over, Land is of all 
Prices Even from ten Pounds, to one hundred pounds a hundred, according 
to the goodness or else the Situation thereof, & Grows dearer every year by 
Beason of Vast Quantities of People that come here yearly from Several 
Parts of the world, therefore thee & thy family or any that I wish well I 
wod desire to make what Speed you can to come here the Sooner the better 
we have traveled over a Pretty deal of this country to seek for Land, & 
(tho) we met with many fine Tracts of Land here & there in the country, 
yet my father being curious & somwhat hard Please Did not buy any Land 
until the Second day of 10 th mo : Last and then he bought a Tract of Land 
consisting of five hundred Acres for which he gave 350 pounds, it is Excel- 
lent good land, but none cleared, Except about 20 Acres, with a small log 
house & Orchard Planted, we are going to clear some of it Directly, for our 
next Sumers fallow, we might have bought Land much Cheaper but not so 
much to our Satisfaction. We stayed in Chester 3 months & then we Rented 
a Place 1 mile from Chester, with a good brick house & 200 Acres of Land 
for ? pound a year where we continue till next May, we have sowed about 
200 Acres of wheat & 7 acres of rye, this season we sowed but a bushel on 
an acre, 3 pecks is Enough on new ground. I am grown an Experienced 
Plowman & my brother abell is Learning. Jonathan & thy Son John drives 
for us he is grown a Lusty fellow Since thou Saw him, we have the finest 
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plows here that Can be. we plowed up our Sumers fallows in May & June, 
with a Yoak of Oxen & 2 horses & they goe with as much Ease as Double 
the number in Ireland, we sow our wheat with 2 horses, a boy of 12 or 14 
years old Can hold Plow here, a rfian Comonly hold & Drives himself, they 
Plow an Acre, nay some Plows 2 Acres a day, they sow Wheat & Rye in 
August or September, we have had a crop oats, barley & very good flax & 
hemp, Indian Corn & buckwheat all of our own Sowing & Planting this Last 
summer, we also Planted a bushel of white Potatoes Which Cost us 5 Shills 
& we had 10 or 12 bushels Increase, this country yields Extraordinary In- 
crease of all sorts of Grain — Likewise for nicholas hooper had of 3 Acres of 
Land & at most 3 bushels of Seed above 80 bushels Increase so that it is as 
Plentifull a Country as any Can be if people will be Industrious, wheat is 4 
Shills a bushel Rye 2s. 9d. oats 2. 3 pence, barley 3 Shills, Indian Corn 2 
Shills all Strike measure, Beef is 2£ pence a pound Sometimes more Some- 
times less, mutton 2£. pork 2£ pr pound. Turnips 12 pence a bushell heap'd 
measure & so Plenty that an acre Produceth 200 busheils, all Sorts of provi- 
sions are Extraordinary Plenty in Philadelphia market, where Country people 
bring in their comodities their markets are on 4th day and 7th day [Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays crossed out], this country abounds in fruit, Scarce an 
house but has an Apple, Peach & cherry orchard, a3 for chestnuts, Wallnuts, 
& hasel nuts, Strawberrys, Billberrys & Mulberrys they grow wild in the 
woods & fields in Vast Quantities. They also make great Preperations 
against harvest ; both Roast & boyled, Cakes & Tarts & Rum, stand at the 
Lands Knd, so that they may Eat and Drink at Pleasure, a Reaper has 2 
Shills & 3 pence a day, a mower has 2 Shills & 6 pence & a pint of Rum 
beside meat & Drink of the best ; for no workman works without their Vic- 
tuals in the bargain throughout the Country, a Laboring man has 18 or 20 
pence a day in Winter, the winters are not so Cold as we Expected nor the 
Sumers so Extreme hot as formerly, for both Summer & Winter are modera- 
ter than they ever were known, in Summer time they wear nothing but a Shirt 
& Linnen drawers Trowsers, which are breeches and stockings all in one made 
of Linnen, they are fine Cool wear in Summer, as to what thee writt about 
the Governours Opening Letters it is Utterly false & nothing but a Lye & 
any one Except bound Servants m ty go out of the Country when they will 
& Servants when they Serve their u ne may Come away If they please but 
it is Rare any are such fools to lea 'e the Country Except mens business 
require it, they pay 9 Pounds for their Passage (of this money) to go to 
Ireland— there is 2 fairs, yearly & 2 markets weekly in Philadelphia also 2 
fairs yearly in Chester & Likewise in new castle, but they Sell no Cattle 
nor horses no Living Creatures, but altogether Merchants Goods, as hatls, 
Linnen & woolen Cloth, handkerchiefs, knives, Scizars, tapes & treds buckels, 
Ribonds & all Sorts of necessarys fit for our wooden Country & here all 
voung men and women that wants wives or husbands may be Supplyed. 
Lett this Suffice for our fairs, as. to meetings they are so plenty one may 
ride to their choice. I desire thee to bring or Send me a bottle of good Oyle 
fit for guns, thee may buy it in Dublin. Martha Weanhouse Lives very 
well about 4 miles from James Lindseys ; we live all together since we Came 
into the Country Except hugh Hoaker [or Stoaker] & his family who lives 
6 or 7 miles from us, & follows his trade. Sister Rebecka was Delivered 
of a Daughter ye— day the 11 month Last past its name is mary. Abel's 
wife had a young Son 12 months Since his name is Thomas, Dear Sister T 
wod not have tbee Doubt the truth of what I write, for I know it to be true 
Tho I have not been Long here. I wod have you Cloath yourselves well 
with Woolen & Linnen, Shoes & Stockings & hats for Such things are dear 
hear, & yet a man will Sooner Earn a suit of Cloths here than in Ireland, 
by Reason workmans Labour is so Dear. A wool hat costs 7 Shills, a pair of 
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mens Shoes 7 Shills, wemens Shoes Cost 5 Shills and 6 pence, a pair of mens 
stockings yarn Costs 4 Shills, feather beds are very dear here and not to be had 
for money. Gunpowder is 2 Shills & 6 pence a pound. Shott & Lead 5 pence 
a pound. I wod have you bring for your own Use 2 or 3 good falling Axes, 
a pair of beetle rings & 3 Iron wedges, for they are of good Service here, 
your Plow Irons will not answer here, therefore yon had better bring 1 or 2 

hundred Iron, you may bring your Plow Chains as they are also a good • 

Iron. Letters going to you these gives you Accompt what to bring into 
the Country & also for your Sea Store or else I should not omitt it but 
besure you come with Capt Cowman & you will be well Used for he is an 
honest man & has as Civell Saylors as any that Cross the Seas, which I know 
by Experience, the Ship has been weather bound Since before Christmas by 
reason of post & Ice that floats about in the River & the Saylors being at a 

Loose End Came down to Chester to See us & we have given them 

Dear Sister I desire thee may tell my old friend Samuel Thornton that he 
could give so much Credit to my words & find no lffs nor ands in my Letter, 
that in Plain terms he could not do better than to Come here, for both his 
& his wife's trade are Very good here, the best way for him to do is to pay 
what money he Can Conveniently Spare at that Side & Engage himself to 
Pay the rest at this Side & when he Comes here if he Can get no friend to 
lay down the money for him, when it Comes to the worst, he may hire out 2 
or 3 Children & I wod have him Cloath his family as well as his Small 
Ability will allow, thee may tell him what things are proper to bring with 
him both for his Sea Store & for his Use in this Country. I wod have him 
Procure 3 or 4 Lusty Servants & Agree to pay their passage at this Side he 
might sell 2 & pay the others passage with the money. I fear my good will 
to him will be of Little Effect by reason he is So hard of beleif, but thou 
mayest Assure him from me that if I had not a particular Respect for him 
& his family I Should not have writ so much for his Encouragment, his 
brother Joseph & Moses Coats Came to See us Since we came here, they 
live about 6 or 7 miles apart & above 20 miles from where we live, unkle 
James Lindly & family is well & Thrives Exceedingly, he has 11 children & 
Reaped last harvest about 800 bushels of wheat, he is a thriving man as 
any where he lives, he has a thousand acres of Land, A fine Estate. Unkle 
Nicholas hooper lives very well he rents a Plantation & teaches School & 
his man dos his Plantation work, murtha hobson. Dear Sister I think I 
have writ the most needful to thee, but considering that when I was in 
Ireland I never thought a Letter to Long that Came from this Country. I 
wod willingly give thee as full an Account as Possible, tho I could have 
given thee a fuller Account of what things are fit to bring here, but only I 
knew other Letters might Suffice in that point. I desire thee may Send or 
bring me 2 hundred Choice Quills for my own Use for they are very Scarce 
here, & Sister Raichell Desires thee wod bring hir Some bits of Silk for trash- 
bags thee may bring them in Johns Zane [or Lane,] also — yards of white 
Mode or Silk for 2 hoods & She will Pay thee when thee comes here. I wod 
have brother Thomas to bring a good new Saddle (& bridle) with Crooper 
& Housen to it by reason the horses sweat in hot weather, for they are verv 
dear here, a Saddle that will cost 18 or 20 ShilK in Ireland will cost here 
50 Shills or 3 pounds & not so good neither, he had better get Charles Howell 
to make it, Lett the tree be well Plated & Indifferent Narrow for the horses 
here are So Large as in Ireland, but the best racers & finest Pacers in the 
World. I have known Several that could Pace 14 or 15 miles in an hour, 
I write within Compass, as for women Saddles they will not Suit so well 
here. I wod not have thee think much at my Irregular way of writing by 
reason I write as it offer'd to me, for they that write to you should have more 
wits than I can Pretend to. 
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The letter ends abruptly and is not signed, but it is endorsed on the back, 
" Letter to Mary Valentine from Robert Parke 10 mo. 1725." It seems to 
be a rough copy kept by the writer. At end of the letter is written in a 
different hand, " And several Letters writt Long full of accompt of al things 
George Tooke or Rooke," and on the back of the letter the name of Rownd 
is scribbled several times, and the name of R. D. Rownd. 

Letter of John Penn to Thomas Willing. 

•Dear Sir, — My time was so very much taken up in the disagreable Cere- 
mony of Visiting & in preparing for our little Voyage to Rhode Island, that 
I could only find time while I was at N. York to write to my dear friend the 
Governor — Our passage from N. York was dangerous & very unpleasant, 
especially to me as I have ever since been disabled from writing till this 
morning, have kept my room several days & for the first time since I have 
been in America ask'd the Advice of a D r & been oblig'd to follow it. We 
met with very blowing, raw weather in the Sound & by being too frequently 
upon Deck in the night without my Cloaths, I caught a violent cold, which 
fell upon my bowells. I think I have suffered more these four days past 
than I ever did in my life & nothing but my being quite disabled, could 
have been a sufficient excuse (even to my self) for neglecting to write to 
you before — I have promis'd to drink tea with your old flame this afternoon 
(that is if I find I can behave decently without making wry faces) You may 
guess who I mean — Mrs. Apthorp — I wish I could call her Polly M'Bvers for 
your sake, that is, if you do yourself, but perhaps matters are as well as they 
are, you might have alter'd your mind by this time. As you are the man in 
the world who seem to want a Portmanteau the most, one word of advice 
from an old friend before you tye it up behind you may not come mal a pro- 
pos; this is supposing you can't live without baggage, & your great vartue 
won't suffer you to unburden your Conscience with the wicked ones of the 
world, well you are right there's nothing like a virtuous way of thinking in 
a young man never swallow the hook till you are convinc'd it's not poisoned, 
this requires some time, should you find any defect, you are just where you 
were before, & ready to try a fresh one, You'll think presently I grow grave 
& say I am a fool, but upon my honour, Tom, you have such a living Exam- 
ple eternally before you, that it would be impertinent in me to pretend to 
say anything more, if you do but keep that in your mind, & weigh your 
Polly's Betsy's &c against it, you won't be deceived, but then I believe it 
will be a long time before you are satisfy'd, & you will perhaps grow tyr'd 
of the tryal. I need not tell you where to find this example, tho' I must 
own I have known some brothers very blind to anything that was in favour 
of a Sister, but that I have too good an opinion of you to think you are. 
We are not likely to get an agreable passage from hence, so have deter- 
min'd to proceed immediately to Halifax where we are sure of going in a 
man of war, 'tis said here the french fleet had got out of Louisbourg. We 
are to be entertaiu'd to morrow night with a Concert <fe a ball, the next night 
we shall be at sea. I beg you'll all sit cross leg'd for our good Yoyage. 
Pray make my Comp 1 to Mrs. Willing Nancy & Dolly not forgetting the 
Young Ones. You may drink my good voyage the first of November, which 
is the time the men of war sail from Halifax, tell Nancy if she does not eat 
& drink more that day than she has done these three years past I'll never 
forgive her. I wont put up with a Acorn full for a Bumper. As I cannot 
have the pleasure of hearing from you while I am in America I shall expect 
it in England the Gov will let you know my direction tho' perhaps we may 
never meet again yet there is some small satisfaction in writing ; the Anec- 
dotes of Phil will not be disagreable especially as I know the principal actors 
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in anything that can happen, I suppose you'l laugh when I tell you, I could 
not leave Phil with dry Eyes, I don't remember I ever was so Childish in 
my life before. Adieu, if there is anybody, who thinks it worth while ask- 
ing after me pray make my Comp 1 to them, & believe me 

Dear Sir 
Your very Hum : Ser' 

& affect 8 Friend 
Boston Oct : 10* 1755 John Penn. 

Cap 4 Suckling who was at Phil a year ago, has got the Lys a 74 gun ship. 

Letters op Franklin to the Committee op Correspondence op the 
Assembly op Pennsylvania. 

London, April 12, 1766. 
Gentlemen, 

I received your Letters of Jan. 13, and 20, and communicated them to Mr. 
Jackson. The Petition, praying a Repeal of the Act of Parliament pro- 
hibiting the Paper Money of the Colonies being a lawful Tender, was imme- 
diately presented according to your Directions, and referred to a Commitee. 
We have for a long time been extreamly busy with our general American 
Affairs. I sometime since advis'd the Speaker of the Repeal of the Stamp 
Act. The Regulations of our Trade came next under Consideration. On 
Monday next the Committee are to report on the American Commerce. A 
Number of good Evidences have been thoroughly examined on that head 
before the House, and it is now seen in a Light much more favourable for 
ns than ever heretofore. We have a Ministry extreamly well dispos'd to- 
wards us, from whom, if they continue, and become firmly established, we 
may hope everything we can reasonably expect. But there is a strong Op- 
position against them, which makes them cautious of going all the Lengths 
at once which they wish to go in our Favour. It is now intended to reduce 
the Duty on foreign Mellasses to l d per Gallon ; to permit Duty, free the Im- 
portation into North America, as Articles of Commerce, to be stored in King's 
Warehouses, and afterwards exported to Europe, all foreign Sugars, Coffee, 
&c. and to Britain, Cotton, Indigo, &c. — and such Sugars as are consum'd 
in America, though clay'd and fine, to pay a Duty of 5 s per hund. only. The 
Reducing the Muscovado Duty to 2 s 6 d was talked of; but that is yet 
doubted. A free Port is also intended at Dominica, and if it succeeds, 
another or two more may be made next Year, at Jamaica and Pensacola, 
The direct Importation of Wine, Oil and Fruits from Portugal and Spain to 
America is also to be allow'd, if it can be carried in the House ; but that 
meets with particular Opposition, and may possibly fail, tho' I rather think 
it will be carried, as Mr. Grenville's Party seems daily diminishing. As to 
the Paper Currency I last Week at the Request of one of the Members drew 
a Bill for Repealing the Act of 1763 relating to legal Tender, which he 
intends to bring in after considering it with Mr. Townsend. The principal 
Point was to satisfy the Merchants, who obtain'd that Restraining Act, they 
having suffer'd in Virginia by the Depreciation of the Currency there in 
which their Debts were paid : — I therefore inserted a Clause to make Ster- 
ling Debts due to British Merchants and payable here, recoverable accord- 
ing to the Rate of Exchange at the Time, which I think is no more than wo 
have always practis'd in the Courts of our Province. What Alterations will 
be made in the Draft it is impossible to say ; and I doubt whether if a Bill 
be brought in, it will be completed this Session ; the Ministry being inclin'd 
to consider the Affair of Paper Money more extensively, and therefore to 
leave it to another Year; which, if they do, I hope will not be attended 
with any great Inconvenience, as we have still a considerable Sum exiant 
that is legal Tender. I shall however use my best Endeavours to get it coni- 

Vol. V.— 24 
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pleated now. — There is a Bill also under Consideration relating to Admiralty 
Courts and other Admiralty Affairs in America, on which I have had several 
Conferences with the Ministry. It is among other Things propos'd that the 
Act made 19 Geo II. to prevent the Impressing of Seamen in the Sugar 
Colonies for the King's Snips, unless with Consent of Governor and Council, 
be extended to North America. And on a Suggestion that had been made 
to the Admiralty, that the Men were eutic'd from the King's Ships by the 
Merchants, and that the Governors and Councils of some North American 
Colonies would probably refuse to give their Consent, whatever might be 
the Necessity, a Clause was drawn to direct an Application to be made to 
them for Men when wanted, and that in case of their Refusal or Neglect 
to provide a. sufficient Number, it should be lawful for the Officers of the 
King's Ships to impress, fyc. — I oppos'd this strongly, in a long Conversa- 
tion with my Lord Egmont, who is at the Head of the Admiralty Board, 
and he was so obliging as to say he was satisfy'd with my Reasons, and the 
Power of Impressing should be omitted. — It appear'd to me a terrible Thing 
to establish such Violence by a Law, however necessary it may be in some 
Cases; and I conceiv'd it a Power not fit to be given the Officers of the 
Navy, who might use it greatly to the Oppression and Injury of particular 
Colonies. 

The Merchants trading to America have been of great Service to us in 
all our late Affairs, and deserve the Thanks of the Colonies. — I hope the 
Behaviour of the Colonists on the Repeal, will be decent and grateful to 
Government here, which will greatly strengthen the Hands of their Friends 
the present Ministry, as very different Things are prognosticated. I send 
you the Lords Protests ; and also the best Account we have of the Debates 
on the Repeal ; but it is very short and imperfect, Mr. Pitt having spoke in 
the whole near three Hours. — Our particular Provincial Petitions remain 
ready to be proceeded on, as soon as these other Affairs are out of hand. 

Please to present my Duty to the Assembly and believe me, with particular 
Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient 

humble Servant 

B. Fkanklin. 
Committee of Correspondence. 

London, June 10. 1766. 
Gentlemen, 

I wrote to you pretty fully by the April Packet. The Parliament have 
since been continually agitating the Affairs of America, which has oblig'd us 
to constant Attendance. All the new Regulations I mention'd as like to 
take place, are now carried into Acts, except that relating to the Portugal 
Trade, which, together with the Paper Currency, is postponed, but I should 
have little doubt of their being obtain'd another Year if this Ministry 
continues, and no farther Imprudencies appear in America to exasperate 
Government here against us. The present have incurred a good deal of 
Abuse from the Opposition, for the Favour they have shown us ; and great 
Advantages will be taken of them next Session if that Favour should not 
appear to have been properly received. 

With this I send you Copies of two of the Acts relating to America, and 
I congratulate you on the Reduction of Duties by another, not yet printed, 
and on the Establishment of Free Ports, which I hope will prove so useful 
as that more may be obtained, some on the Continent. 

Mr. Jackson, by his close Attendance in Parliament and with the Ministry, 
has been exceedingly serviceable to us ; and is likely to be soon in a Station 
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that will give him still more Weight if it continues. But all ministerial 
Dispositions are extremely fluctuating. The Duke of Grafton has lately 
quitted the ministry ; and Mr. Conway, who was Secretary of State for the 
Southern Department, which included America, is now gone into the North- 
ern, and the Duke of Richmond is made Secretary for the Southern. Ame- 
rica is now to be a separate Department, and Lord Dartmouth, first of the 
Board of Trade, is to have it: But all is yet unsettled, and all American 
Affairs, even the Granting of Lands, are now at a Stand, and will probably 
be so for some time, till the Season of Business returns. The frequent 
Changes that have happened, and the general Opinion even among the 
Ministers themselves, that more will happen, disposes People generally to 
lie awhile upon their Oars ; till the Ministry have so established themselves, 
as that they can afford Attention to Affairs, which not being of national Con- 
cern they think may well be postpon'd : And indeed 'tis a kind of Labour 
in vain to attempt making Impressions on such moveable Materials; 'tis like 
writing on the Sand in a windy Day. 

As to myself, finding a Summer Journey, to which I havo been so many 
Years accustom'd, and which I omitted last Year, necessary to my Health, 
of late sensibly impaired, I am about to make a little Tour for Six or Eight 
Weeks, which I hope will re-establish it. At my Return I shall apply my- 
self diligently to what concerns the Interests of our Province ;— and if the 
present Ministry should be confirmed, as I sincerely pray they may, I hope 
another Winter will bring our Affairs all to a Happy Conclusion. At least 
I think they may be put in such Train as that my Continuance here will be 
no longer necessary, and I now request that I may have leave to return in 
the Spring. 

By all Accounts there is great Prospect that the Peace of Europe will 
not soon be disturbed. France is said to be perfectly well disposed to be 
quiet, and Spain too much disturbed with internal Commotions to prosecute 
its Views on Portugal. Commerce and Manufactures engross the Attention 
of other States; and the Empress of Russia is bent on increasing the Popu- 
lation of her Country, improving its Laws and farther refining its Manners. 
The King of Prussia too, tho' frequent in reviewing his Troops, seems rather 
intent on repairing the Damages of the last War, than projecting new ones. 
So that we may reasonably expect a Tranquility of some Duration. 

Be pleased to present my best Respects and Duty to the Assembly, and 
believe me, with sincere Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient 

humble Servant, 

B. Franklin. 
Committee of Correspondence. 
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Notes. 

Marriages Performed by Rev. David Jones, A. M., Pastor of the 
Southampton Baptist Church [Bucks Co.] and Great Valley Baptist Church 
[Chester Co. Pa.J. Copied from the book in which they were recorded, by 
said Rev. David Jones, by his grandson, Horatio Gates Jones, of Roxbo- 



